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First Sunday after Christmas 

"The word Carol actually means dance 
or a song of praise and joy! Carols 

used to be written and sung during all 
four seasons, but only the tradition of 
singing them at Christmas has really 

survived." 
The History of Carols 

WELCOME AND 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CAROL #148  "O Come All Ye Faithful" (vs. 1&2) 
a favorite of Kristen Marshall 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) 
We thank you O God, for the gift of Jesus. 
We rejoice that the Light of the World moves among us. 
Let us lift our voices with praise and alleluias. 
Come, let us worship God's gift of Love to the world. Amen. 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 
O God, we come today with different emotions about this Christmas, now that it's over.  Some of us come 
with new life, knowing that Christ has been born again in our hearts. Some of us come tired from 
preparing for the holidays and now there is a letdown that it is all over.  O God, be in our midst today as 
we sing our praises. Remind us again and again that Christmas is the gift of life and we are to unwrap 
each day with love. Amen.  

OPENING  CAROL #149 "Angels from the Realms of Glory" 

OUR SACRED STORY

Luke 2:21-33, 39-40 

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name 
given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. When the time came for their purification 
according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is 
written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and 
they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or 
two young pigeons.” 



Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed 
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and 
praised God, saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your 
word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” And the child’s 
father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. When they had finished 
everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of 
Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon 
him. 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE "My Favorites!!" Pastor Karen 
*Text Pastor Karen-she will have her phone-and she will 

announce your name and your favorite Christmas 
carol or song.  816-719-2274 

CAROL#160 "O Holy Night" 
a favorite of Kathy Corn 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 
God of New Life, we come today knowing that we will soon put away the memories of this Christmas. We 
file them away, relieved that the Christmas of 2020 is over.  We file them away, hoping we will never 
forget this year of masking and staying distanced in order to stop the spread of this unforgiving virus.  
Hopefully, we have reflected on this year and learned something about ourselves.  Forgive our impatience 
with one another and encourage us to live the lessons we learned: to live with hope, peace joy and love. In 
Jesus' precious name. Amen.  
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 CAROL #153 "It Came Upon a Midnight Clear" 

MEDITATION "The Carols Tell the Story"  Rev. Karen Aitkens 
If you didn't get your favorites in early-do like the children 
and text me-maybe we can get more in!! At least we can let  
others know your favorite and why (even if we don't get to play it).* 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER (forgive us our sins...) 
RESPONSE   Lord, listen to your children praying. 

Lord, send you spirit in this place. 
Lord, listen to your children praying. 
Send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD 
Invitation 
Offertory 
Response in Praise#305 Hope Peace and Joy that reigns above 

Christ holds us all in steadfast Love. 
Whose spirit blows across the earth. 



Has come to us in second birth. Amen. 
Prayer of Dedication 

CLOSING CAROL #143  "Joy to the World" 

COMMISSION/ BENEDICTION * 
Suddenly the world is bright and the Holy Child grows up and teaches us life lessons. 
We no longer are in darkness.  Stars have fallen into our hearts and we sing like angels. 
The miracle is Life!  Peace on earth has come!  Go out and share this story of birth and new life, knowing the 
peace of God, Christ and the Holy Spirit go with you.  And let the people say, "Joy to the World, the Lord 
has come."  Amen 

POSTLUDE 














