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Second Sunday after Christmas – EPIPHANY
“A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.”
Confucius
WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)
The Light of the World illuminates our path.
We have followed the star to this time of worship.
The Light of the World illuminates our way.
We have followed the star to the Christ child.
The Light of the World illuminates our lives.
We will follow Christ into a New Year of living.
PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)
God of Light, guide us as we seek to walk with Christ on the path of love.
As followers of the light, may we shine your glory and your justice into every corner of the world. We
rejoice as we claim our identity as people who have come out of darkness. Be in our midst as we continue
to seek truth and wisdom. We pray in the name of our Redeemer, Jesus the Christ. Amen.
OPENING HYMN#172

"We Three Kings" (vs. 1&5)

OUR SACRED STORIES
Isaiah 60:1-6
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the
earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over
you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look
around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters
shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A
multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.
Matthew 2:1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem
with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come
a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from
them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.”
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its
rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another
road.

SPECIAL MUSIC
MESSAGE

“Out of the Darkness”

*HYMN#173

"As With Gladness"

Rev. Karen J. Aitkens

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER#307 (sung by the congregation)

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD
Invitation
Offertory
“Go Tell It On the Mountain”
arr. Victor Labenske Chad Willis, Piano
*Doxology
Praise God the source of life and breath;
Praise Christ, now born to conquer death;
Praise Holy Spirit’s mystery:
One God, pure grace, who sets us free. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication
HYMN OF INVITATION#257

"There's a Spirit in the Air" (vs. 3 &6)

*CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION
This morning’s communion bread is sprinkled with sugar and cinnamon in the shape of a star, reminding us of
the star that lead the foreign dignitaries to find a warm welcome with Mary and Joseph and Jesus. You may
have chosen wine or grape juice, but today there is another option-coffee. When we celebrate communion with
coffee and a cinnamon roll, we remember that Jesus is not just about lavish holiday dinners around big tables
with friends, but about everyday meetings around a coffee pot. Jesus is made manifest when we do something
as simple as share a cup of coffee with a stranger, when we overcome our fears of the other and open ourselves
to someone who may seem different but is more like us that we can imagine. So remembering Jesus and his
open-hearted welcome, let us begin our communion celebration.
Words of Institution
Prayer of Blessing (adapted from the UCC Book of Worship)
Bless this meal that we will share together today. As this broken bread was once scattered grain on a hillside,
and then when gathered, became one loaf, so may we be brought together to make something wonderful. As
this cup of the new covenant was poured out so that all might share in the signs of new life, so may our lives be
poured out in compassion for our brothers and sisters everywhere. For it is in the way of Jesus we pray. Amen.
The gifts of God for the people of God! Come for all things are ready!
Sharing the Bread and Cup
Through the broken bread, we ourselves are broken open so that we might be open to God’s spirit made
manifest among us. The bread of life broken for us and the world.
Take and eat.
Through the poured out cup, we are inspired to pour ourselves out in generosity to the world. The cup of love
and forgiveness.
Take and drink.
Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison)
Generous God, we thank you that you have blessed our world with such diversity. We give you thanks, O
God, for the mighty sweep of your love, that embraces all people and all nations. We thank you that you
sent Jesus our teacher to us, who showed us the way to new life – a new life of love that gathers all of our
differences together in the one body in Christ. Send us forth into the world that we might spread the good
news of your love and care to all. Amen.
* © Rev. Amy Pitton, 2016 (edited)
CLOSING HYMN#167

"Go Tell On the Mountain"

COMMISSION/BENEDICTION
One: Arise, shine, for your light has come!
All: God’s grace sustains us.
One: Christ’s light will show us the path.
All: The Spirit will propel our steps.
One: Through the love of Christ Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit, let your light shine in the
darkness and bring hope, peace, joy and love to God's world. And let the people say, AMEN.
POSTLUDE

“Go Tell It On the Mountain”

arr. Victor Labenske Chad Willis, Piano

