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Bethel United Church of Christ Bulletin
December 6, 2020 – Second Sunday of Advent
"Advent is a winter training camp for those who desire peace."
Edward Hays, A Pilgrim's Almanac

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Special Greetings from Rev. Damien Lake, Missouri Mid-South Associate Conference Minister
PRELUDE

“Angels We Have Heard On High”

Chad Willis & Jeremy Faust
Piano/Organ Duet

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)
Come gather all you Advent people. We wait to hear the voice of God's messenger!
Prepare the way of the Lord. Repent!
John the Baptizer is turning us around-pointing us to the path of transformation.
We prepare to welcome the Light of the World, "Emmanuel" God-with-us!
PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)
Come to us Jesus and bring us the gift of PEACE. Let us turn and repent. Keep us from complacency
and show us ways we can work to bring harmony to this world. Capture our attention. Shake us to our
very foundation and let us prepare the way of the Lord. Amen.
OPENING HYMN#139

"All Earth is Waiting" (vs. 1 & 2)

LIGHTING THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE-"PEACE"
PEACE*
“And the peace of God which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.” Philippians 4:7
Advent is about peace. We live in a world of chaos and discord. The trademark of our times is violence… Our
streets are dangerous. Our civil dialogue has given way to abusive rhetoric. And a routine trip through a busy
intersection is often enough to give us a glimpse of at least one other drivers’ road rage. In it all, we do so long
for peace.
The state of our minds mirrors the state of our world. We juggle hyperactive schedules, fragmented families,
and hypertensive pressures. We worry about our children, we agonize over how to care for our parents, and no
job seems safe. Stress is the name of our days. In it all, we do so long for peace.
Surely the peace of the world starts with the peace of a heart. We are reminded that there is the peace of God
which passes understanding. At the core of each of us, if we but listen, there is a still, small voice which can
calm our fears, quiet our lives, and dispel our desperation.
At the heart of each of us, if we but seek it, there is a spirit that rests in the grace of God. An assurance at the
center of our lives can tame the chaos at the edges… when we can understand each other, `we know that God’s
spirit makes us truly one.
Peace is possible because we share that one spirit that rests in the presence of God.
Not one of us is stranger to another. We are one with each other and one with God, and that is a peace beyond
the power of any stress or violence that can assault us. As we await our Bringer of Peace, the peace of God is
already with us.

(congregation sings when the candle is lit)
Come quickly, shalom, teach us how to prepare
for a gift that compels us with justice to care.
Our spirits are restless till sin and war cease.
One candle is lit for the reign of God's peace.
Let us pray:
God of Peace, today we light this candle remembering the angel's words to the shepherds, "Do not be
afraid." As we continue our journey to Bethlehem, bring us peace that surpasses understanding. Amen.
*edited from Seasons of Hope: Readings for the Liturgical Year by David E. Butler, c 1998.

OUR SACRED STORIES
Isaiah 40:1-11
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served
her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.
A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our
God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become
level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it
together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All
people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the
breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word
of our God will stand forever.
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem,
herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the
Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before
him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.
Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I
am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’”
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
SPECIAL MUSIC
MESSAGE
HYMN#122

“Do You Hear What I Hear”
"Listen to the Messengers!"
"Comfort, Comfort You My People"

AnnaLee Kapp”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD'S PRAYER (forgive us our sins...)
Response#305
"Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying"

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD
Invitation
Offertory
“The Angel and the Shepherd”
Response #46

An Advent Doxology
Peace in the God who reigns above'
Who holds us all in steadfast love;
Whose spirit blows across the earth'
Preparing us for second birth. Amen.
Prayer of Dedication
CELEBRATION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

Laurie Buck and Kim Heft
Clarinet Duet

Hymn of Invitation#393

"One Bread, One Body" (refrain only)

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
THE LORD’S TABLE
THE INVITATION
One: God in Christ breaks into our lives.
We are the body of Christ.
Around this table, we enact our faith.
The body broken is restored to wholeness;
Lifeblood poured out brings healing and hope to our world.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
Light of the World: You gave us the transforming birth of Your son Jesus as a light for our path. Yet we
confess that we shut our eyes to the light. We admit that we do not want to see the gift You have given us.
We acknowledge our reluctance to see and share our gifts with our sisters and brothers. We are dazzled
by the glitter and tinsel the world has made of Christ’s birth. We ask that the light of Christ be lit within
us so we may share Your gifts of peace and justice with all people. Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
One: The table has long been set and there has always been a place reserved for each one of us. Jesus Christ
beckons us, “Come.” We are loved. We are accepted. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God.
BLESSING
One: O God, bring your blessing upon this bread and wine. May we open our hearts to receive your love and
grace through Jesus the Christ. Let us be open to receive the love and support of one another. Be born among
us, that we may give Christ’s love to the world, through the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
SHARING THE BREAD AND THE CUP
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (unison)
We give you thanks, O God, that you have come to us as a babe in a manger so long ago in the city of
Bethlehem. We feel the timeless presence of Christ’s Spirit as we receive the gifts of bread and wine. Send us
out into the world rejoicing, ready to share your love with all we meet; through the grace of Jesus Christ. Amen.
The communion liturgy from Flames of the Spirit, edited by Ruth C. Duck c1985, Pilgrim Press.

CLOSING HYMN#139

"All Earth is Waiting" (vs. 3&4)

COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION
In this time of waiting we are called to listen and remember.
We are called to serve God with patience and passion.
May we be deliberate in living our faith in a world that challenges us.
May we be steadfast in celebrating the Spirit's power.
And may PEACE be our way in the world. And the people said, AMEN!
POSTLUDE

“The Son of the King of Glory”

Laurie Buck and Kim Heft
Clarinet Duet

