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Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 

REMEMBERING THE REFORMATION 

"I cannot and will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe.   
Here I stand.  I can do no other, so help me God." 

Martin Luther, 1517 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
SUNDAY SCHOOL HALLOWEEN PARADE  Our Bethel Kids 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT      “Beloved, Love Your Neighbor"           Gary Pierson 

OPENING MUSIC  “Come Now Is the Time to Worship”  Praise Team

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) 
We cannot know with God's wisdom. 
We do not always walk in God's righteousness, 
but we come together to share our thoughts, to read scripture, 
to sing, to pray and to make peace. 
Let us worship together! 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) by the Rev. Dr. Letty Russell

Gather us together this Reformation Sunday, O God, that we may celebrate the witness of our forefathers 
and foremothers and the courage that gave birth to the Reformation.  Teach us how to honor the saints of 
God in ages past as well as in our present days.  May the conviction of your grace written on their hearts 
be one that forms our own faith.  Inspire us in the continuing reformation of the church and be present to 
us...  In Christ's name we pray.  Amen 

*OPENING HYMN#65  "A Mighty Fortress is Our God" (vs. 1&2) 





CALL TO CONFESSION 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) from The Lutheran Service Book 
Please hear my confession and pronounce forgiveness in order to fulfill God's will.  I, a poor sinner, plead 
guilty before God of all sins.  I have lived as if God did not matter and as if I mattered most.  My Lord's 
name I have not honored as I should; my worship and prayers have faltered.  I have not let His love have 
its way with me and so my love for others has failed.  There are those whom I have hurt and those whom 
I have failed to help.  My thoughts and desires have been spoiled with sin.  I am sorry for all of this and 
ask for grace.  I want to do better.  Amen. 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
RESPONSE#305 “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” 

OUR SACRED STORIES 
Matthew 22:34-40 

The Greatest Commandment 
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, a 
lawyer, asked him a question to test him. ‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?’ He said to 
him, ‘ “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” 
This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbour as 
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’  

SPECIAL MUSIC  “We Speak to Nations” Bethel Praise Team 

MESSAGE    "The Reformers: Rev. Karen J. Aitkens
                             John Calvin, Martin Luther, Ulrich Zwingli" 

STATEMENT OF FAITH
HYMN#65 "A Mighty Fortress is Our God" (vs. 3&4) 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER   
RESPONSE  "Three fold Amen" 

Amen, Amen, ah, ah, ah Amen. 

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD 
Invitation 
Offertory “Moment by Moment” arr. Cindy Berry Chad Willis, piano 
Response to Praise  Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God above the heavenly host 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication 

*CLOSING HYMN #690  "Bind Us Together Lord"





*COMMISSION/BENEDICTION 
God sends us out with the challenge to lead lives worthy of God's realm and glory. 
We are eager to live as God intends; we are happy to serve where God sends us. 
God watches over us night and day; God continues to bless our lives with good things. 
We rejoice in the gift of life and hope; we rejoice for those things that unite us in the body of Christ. 
May God bless and keep you. May Christ walk beside you and the Holy Spirit abide in you.  And let us all 
proclaim:  Bind us together Lord.   AMEN! 

*POSTLUDE “Forever”  arr. Jack Schrader  Chad Willis, piano 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING SERVICE: 

THOSE NOT ATTENDING THE OUTDOOR SERVICE WILL CONNECT TO 
 ZOOM PER YOUR E-MAILED INSTRUCTIONS AT THIS TIME. 


