
Bethel United Church of Christ 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost- 

July 19, 2020 

"If you judge people, you have no time to love them." 
Mother Teresa 

WELCOME& ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GATHERING MUSIC  “Days of Elijiah”
Bethel Praise Team 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) 
We have gathered in God's open sanctuary for worship. 

How awesome is this place! 

Our journeys this week have brought us back here 

together. 

In this place we will be renewed and refreshed. 

God is here with us. Let us lift our voices in praise! 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)
We have gathered today O God to hear your wisdom 

and offer our thanks for your presence.  You provide opportunities for us to learn in new ways by 

telling us stories that open our eyes and our hearts. Pour out your spirit on your people, so we 

can live and learn and grow in Christ Jesus.  Amen. 

OPENING HYMN#2 "Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee" (vs. 1&2) 



OUR 



SACRED STORY 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who 

sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among 

the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as 

well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in 

your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The 

slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering 

the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the 

harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be 

burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his 

disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, 

“The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the 

children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is 

the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected 

and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and 

they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the 

furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like 

the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!  

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  "Weeding Our Garden" 

SPECIAL MUSIC  “He is Exalted” Bethel Praise Team

MESSAGE  "Wheat or Weed?" 

HYMN#2  "Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee"  (vs. 3&4)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD'S PRAYER (forgive us our sins...) 

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD 
Invitation 
Offertory 
Response in Praise (tune 46)  God of our lives whose call comes clear 

through Jesus Christ, your presence near.  
By Spirit led, your will we heed, 
Your grace to show in word and deed.  Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication 

CLOSING HYMN#529  "I'm So Glad, Jesus Lifted Me" 





COMMISSION & BENEDICTION 
Wait patiently for what God is yet to sow and reveal. 

We live with the confidence and hope that your love will be planted and grow. 

We live with God's vision for a world that is nurtured with wisdom and compassion and  

may God's blessing be poured out on all creation-wheat and weed alike.  Let us say together: 

Alleluia! Amen. 

POSTLUDE  


