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"So much of who we are is where we have been." 
William Langewiesche, 20C 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GATHERING SONG “Let the River Flow”
Bethel Praise Team 

CALL TO WORSHIP+ (responsive) 
What does this worship service need? 
Moments where faith can grow, songs that blossom hope, scripture that remembers love, 
meditations and gifts offering service of the heart. 
Who shall come to this worship? 
All who have prayer in the center of their lives and all who are lonely for the touch of God. 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION+ (unison) 
Gracious God, like a loving parent you nurture, encourage and challenge us to grow in 
grace.  Forgive our failures and show us once again our possibilities. Prepare us to be 
servants of your will and agents of your love to all the world. Amen. 

OPENING HYMN#18 "All People that on Earth Do Dwell" 





OUR SACRED STORIES 

Exodus 17:1-7 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the 
LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 
The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why 
do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” But the people thirsted there for water; and 
the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us 
and our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall I do 
with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of 
the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which 
you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike 
the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight 
of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled 
and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”  

Matthew 21:23-32 

When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 
teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I 
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, 
or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he 
will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are 
afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not 
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.  

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the 
vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father 
went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of 
the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, 
the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John 
came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and 
believe him.  

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  "Controlling Our Emotions" Pastor Karen & Marty 

SPECIAL MUSIC  “Give Thanks” Bethel Praise Team 

MESSAGE  "Challenging God's Authority" Rev. Karen J. Aitkens 

HYMN#559  "All the Way My Savior Leads Me" (vs. 1&2) 





PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION/LORD'S PRAYER (forgive us our sins...) 
Each petition will end with "Gracious God'. Congregation responds: 'Hear our prayer.' 
RESPONSE  "Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying" 

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD 
Invitation 
Offertory “Deep River” arr by Will Ayton 

Bethel Recorder Quartet 
Prayer of Dedication 

CLOSING HYMN#713  "God of Our Life" 





COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
We leave our time together trusting in God's promise "I am always with you." 
We promise to serve God with patience and passion. 
We have been planted in God's garden to grow in faith and trust that God is always present. 
We leave knowing the love of God surrounds us, the grace of Christ goes with us and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit lives in us.  Amen. 

POSTLUDE  “Let Everything That Has Breath” by Mark Hayes 
Chad Willis, Piano 

+from Touch Holiness, Duck & Tirabassi, United Church Press, 1990 


