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"Quickly, get out into the city streets and alleys. Collect all who look like they need a square meal, all the
misfits and homeless and wretched you can lay your hands on and bring them here."
Luke 14:22, The Message

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING SONG

“Thank You Lord”

Bethel Praise Team

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)
We are all invited to a banquet!
God opens our eyes to see life's possibilities.
God is listening to our words and to our hearts.
We will not turn down God's invitation.
Come, now is the time to worship.
PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)
Gracious God, when the world's noise is turned up high, you open wide the doors and welcome us into
your presence--saints and sinners alike. You spread a table before us-a feast for the body and soul. We
come with joy to meet you here, to celebrate your grace and mercy in our lives. May your Spirit inspire
our praise and thanksgiving as we worship together. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen.
OPENING HYMN#5

"O For a Thousand Tongues"

CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
God of mercy, in our impatience for answers we sometimes turn to idols of our own making and forget
our covenant with you. Passionate for what is right, we find reasons to disagree with those who have
different views. Although we are happy to receive an invitation to your banquet, we fail to arrive with
humility and thanksgiving. Forgive us when our faith is weak and our zeal too strong. Amen.
RESPONSE#305
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Lord, send your spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.
OUR SACRED STORIES
Luke 14:16-24
Then Jesus said to him, ‘Someone gave a great dinner and invited many. At the time for the dinner he sent his
slave to say to those who had been invited, “Come; for everything is ready now.”But they all alike began to

make excuses. The first said to him, “I have bought a piece of land, and I must go out and see it; please accept
my apologies.”Another said, “I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out; please accept my
apologies.”Another said, “I have just been married, and therefore I cannot come.”So the slave returned and
reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and said to his slave, “Go out at once
into the streets and lanes of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.”And the slave
said, “Sir, what you ordered has been done, and there is still room.”Then the master said to the slave, “Go out
into the roads and lanes, and compel people to come in, so that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of
those who were invited will taste my dinner.”’
Matthew 22:1-14
The Parable of the Wedding Banquet
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding
banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been invited: Look,
I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to
the wedding banquet. ”But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while
the rest seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed
those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were
not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet. ”Those
slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was
filled with guests.
‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and
he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. Then the
king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.’
HYMN#286

"This is the Day"

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

"Party Planning 2020"

SPECIAL MUSIC

Lord Most High”

Bethel Praise Team

MESSAGE

"God's E-vite-Please RSVP"

HYMN#424

"I'm Gonna Eat at the Welcome Table" (vs. 1,2,3)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD'S PRAYER
RESPONSE #312
"Three-fold Amen"

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD
Invitation
Offertory
“Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us”
Prayer of Dedication
CLOSING HYMN#477

arr. Mark Hayes

"Pass it On" (vs. 1&3)

Chad Willis, Piano

COMMISSION/ BENEDICTION
God has sent us out to invite others to experience the love of Christ.
Humbly and gratefully, we will offer the invitation
All are invited!
With open hearts and hands, the church throws open her doors.
Christ invites all to lay down their burdens and let the peace of God surround us.
And let the people life up their voices with an Alleluia! Amen.!
POSTLUDE

“King Jesus Is His Name”

arr. Jack Schrader

Chad Willis, Piano

