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Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost
November 1, 2020
"The saints are the sinners that keep on going."
Robert Lewis Stevenson

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
STEWARDSHIP MOMENT
OPENING MUSIC

Beloved, Love Creation
“Lord, I Lift Your Name on High”

Gary Pierson
Bethel Praise Team

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)
Today we come to worship to be reminded that we are saints.
We are people with vision and questions and self-doubts.
We are people with courage and sadness and sin.
We are people with a part to play in the story of faith.
Come, let us worship and praise God together.
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)
Gentle God, be known to us today as we gather to commune together from our separate places. Help us
to see Jesus at the table today. We ask that he look deeply into our lives and call us toward your
transforming vision as the Body of Christ in this place. Grant us grace to follow those saints of the
church, who were examples of faith and commitment in doing your work. Let our memories touch our
hearts and souls. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN#62
Still"

"Creator God, Creating

OUR SACRED STORIES
2Thessolonians 2:13-17
13 But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters[a] beloved by the Lord, because God
chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in the truth.
14 For this purpose he called you through our proclamation of the good news, so that you may obtain the glory
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were
taught by us, either by word of mouth or by our letter. 16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our
Father, who loved us and through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, 17 comfort your hearts and
strengthen them in every good work and word.

Matthew 23:1-12
23Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat;
3 therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not practice what
they teach. 4 They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; but they
themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move them. 5 They do all their deeds to be seen by others; for they
make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long. 6 They love to have the place of honor at banquets and the
best seats in the synagogues, 7 and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have people call them
rabbi. 8 But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all students. 9 And call no one
your father on earth, for you have one Father—the one in heaven. 10 Nor are you to be called instructors, for you
have one instructor, the Messiah. 11 The greatest among you will be your servant. 12 All who exalt themselves
will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted.
SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
November 3, 2019-November 1, 2020
HYMN#637

"For All the Saints" (vs. 1-2)

)

There are many who have walked the path toward God before us, showing us the way with their joy and love.
We come to lift up thanks and praise for those lives that have shown us God.
We name these loved ones before you as we remember their love for us and our love for them.
We come to ask for guidance and courage.
May their light shine through us in our actions and words.
PRAYER (unison)
God of inspiration, we offer you our heartfelt thanks and praise for the holy lives of your servants--the
prophets, martyrs, and saints of all ages who have shone as lights in the world, who dedicated and even
sacrificed their lives in your service. We thank you for the great community we have with them. In your
presence, we remember those who never gave up trusting in you. Amen.
We light a candle in memory of:
Edward L. Boyd – father of AnnaLee Kapp*
Kathy Brodbeck – sister of Ted Basch*
John Burr – brother of Jim Burr*
Marilyn Eilers*
Donna Fischer*
Anna Marie John+ – mother-in-law of Wayne Hampton
Dale Jurgensen – brother of Larry Jurgenson*
Donna Liska – sister of Vern Bohlmeyer*
Pearl Luehrman – mother of Lois Crane*
Betty Meugnoit*
Madelyn Rose Marie Miller – granddaughter of Marie Dodson*
Donald Lee Niederhauser – father of Stan Niederhauser*
Leonard Pohlman – uncle of Ron Wendle*
Ernest “Barney” Schaff – brother of Bobbi Wendle*
Leo “Pete” Schaff – uncle of Bobbi Wendle*
Candle of Remembrance – for all the saints on our hearts

O God, may this great cloud of witnesses be an inspiration to us when we falter. May we learn to run the
race that is set before us, always looking to God, the Creator, Jesus our Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit
our Sustainer. May we be found worthy to join this glorious company when our time on earth is done.
We thank you for their witness and inspiration. Amen.
*denotes member +denotes a funeral performed by Pastor Karen
SPECIAL MUSIC

“You Are My All in All”

Bethel Praise Team

MESSAGE

"I Am a Saint-You Are a Saint!"

Rev. Karen J. Aitkens

*HYMN#88

"All My Hope on God is Founded"

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER (forgive us our sins...)
#305
"Listen to Your Children Praying"
OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD
Invitation
Offertory
“Holy, Holy! God Allmighty”
arr. Lloyd Larson Chad Willis, Piano
*Response in Praise Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above the heavenly host.
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication

HYMN OF INVITATION#414

"Eat This Bread"

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER (Worship Booklet pp. 1&2)

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER*
INVITATION
Come to the table. Jesus calls his friends to dine and be fed.
We recall loving acts of creation, both ancient and new, and celebrate your deep faithfulness.
You give us breath; you give us hope, and you give us purpose.
Jesus comes to us in word and story, in bread and wine, in the deepness of our being and in the
communion we share with all who gather in his name.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
BLESSING OF THE BREAD AND CUP (unison)
Come now, Holy Spirit, come. Bless us with renewed vigor to share the good news of Jesus freely
and extravagantly. Bless our lives with such deep passion that nothing may deter us from doing
your work of peace and justice. Bless the food before us, the fellowship that surrounds us, and the
love that sustains us, for we place our trust in your life-giving Word and your healing ways.
Amen.
The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for all things are ready.
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP
Bring your choice of bread/cracker and wine/juice to the table.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (responsive)
For the gift of grace and the loving presence found at this table, Holy One, we rejoice.
You receive our lives and refresh them;
You challenge us and comfort us;
You call us to be more than we can imagine and you give us strength and purpose we need to
speak our truths and stand our ground.
May your energy re-kindle our passion so we can share your story in word and deed.
We lift prayers of thanksgiving for the blessing of coming to this table and experiencing Christ
among us. Amen.
*communion liturgy edited from Common Lot, Winter, 2008

*CLOSING HYMN#464

"God of Grace and God of Glory" (vs. 1,4,5)

*COMMISSION/ BENEDICTION*
The past is past. It cannot change. It can only push us a little, and trust.
The future is not yet. It cannot create itself. It can only pull us a little, and hope.
We are now. The cloud of witnesses surrounds us, but this moment is ours.
It all hinges on us. We have lives to spend,
Gifts to give,
Choices to make...
What will we do? The turning point belongs to us, the witnesses are here and waiting.
What will we do?
Go from this place trusting that God will lead us, Christ will walk beside us, and the Holy Spirit will abide in
us. And let the saints say together:
Amen.
*POSTLUDE

“For All the Saints”

arr. Matt Limbaugh

Chad Willis, piano

*from Seasons of Hope by David E. Butler

Who Are the Saints?
Article from “out of the ordinary”
The saints are those who, in some partial way,
embody – literally incarnate – the challenge of faith
in their time and place. In doing so, they open a
path that others might follow.
Robert Ellsberg
I have always been drawn to the Feast of All Saints. It is a time to remember with gratitude all those persons
whose goodness has inspired me in my beliefs and given me courage to act on what I believe. It is a day to
acknowledge that these holy men and women have helped me find my own potential for goodness.
I think of “saints” as not only those women and men who have been canonized by the church, but all people
whose lives reflect the goodness of God. Saints are not perfect people. They have their faults, idiosyncrasies,
and weaknesses. They have their own struggles and difficulties. Even the canonized one are noted to have been
difficult to live with because of some of their unique mannerisms. Yet, the saints are people of integrity. They
have a central focus at the core of their lives: the love of God. They consistently choose to act out of that central
reality, no matter how ordinary or extraordinary their lives may be.
One of the finest books I have used for daily inspiration is Robert Ellsberg’s All Saints.* In this book for 365
daily devotions on saints, Ellsberg notes that the “communion of saints” was a vivid reality for the early
Christians. They would gather at the gravesites of martyrs to remember the martyrs’ witness to the gospel and
commemorate the anniversary of their deaths. This ritual was the seed for the future feast of All Saints’ Day. As
we celebrate this feast on November 1, we gather to commemorate not just martyrs or people we might tend to
put on spiritual pedestals, but all those people who have drawn us to God because of who they were and how
they lived. All Saints’ Day is an excellent opportunity for us to be re-inspired by their virtuous lives and to
cherish the union we have with them.
*All Saints, Daily Reflections on Saints, Prophets, and Witnesses for Our Time. Robert Ellsberg, Crossroad Publ. Co., 1977.

