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Second Sunday after Epiphany 

"I have decided to stick with love.  Hate is too great a burden to bear." 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE “Now is the Time to Worship”        Bethel Praise Team

*CALL TO WORSHIP (adapted from Psalm 139) 
O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 
We are fearfully and wonderfully made. 
You search out my path...and are acquainted with all my ways. 
We are fearfully and wonderfully made. 
You hem me in...and lay your hand upon me. 
Let us sing to the Lord for we are fearfully and wonderfully made. 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)+ 
O God, all people are your Beloved and we are all made in your image. You call us into your unending 
work of justice, peace and love.  Let us know your presence among us now: let us delight in our diversity 
that offers glimpses of the mosaic of your beauty.  Strengthen us with your steadfast love and transform 
our despairing fatigue into hope-filled action. Under the shadow of your wings in this hour may we find 
rest and strength, renewal and hope.  In Jesus' name. Amen 

OPENING HYMN#87 "I Will Sing of the Mercies of the Lord" 





OUR SACRED STORIES 

Psalm 139 

O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 

You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. 

You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. 

Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it completely. 

You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it. 

John 1:43-51 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 

me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and 

said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, 

Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 

Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, 

he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, 

“Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 

called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 

Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 

You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see 

heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

MESSAGE  "Known, Loved & Called!"  Rev. Karen J. Aitkens 

HYMN#455  "You Have Called Me" 







PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER  (unison) 

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD 
Invitation 
Offertory “Love Devine All Loves Excelling”  arr. Joel Raney  Chad Willis
*Response to Praise  Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God  above the heavenly host. 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication 

CLOSING HYMN#472  "We Are Living, We Are Dwelling"





COMMISSION/BENEDICTION PRAYER (responsive) 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr's Prayer for the Church  

"Lord… 
We thank you for your church, founded upon your Word, that challenges us to do more than 
sing and pray, 
but go out and work as though the very answer to our prayers depended on us and not 
upon you. 
Help us to realize that humanity was created to shine like the stars and live on through all 
eternity. 
Keep us, we pray, in perfect peace.
Help us to walk together, 
pray together, 
sing together, 
and live together
until that day when all God’s children 
Black, White, Red, Brown and Yellow  
will rejoice in one common band of humanity 
in the reign of our Lord and of our God, we pray."   

Go in peace as you live into Christ's call to be examples of Love.  And let 
us respond in one voice: We have heard your call and will follow! Amen.

POSTLUDE “I Will Call Upon the Lord” arr. Mark Hayes Chad Willis 

+from Creating the Beloved Community: Service Prayers for Martin Luther King, Jr., by Rev. Dr. Cari Jackson


