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First Sunday after Epiphany-Baptism of Our Lord
"In baptism, God is no longer sequestered behind a temple curtain... It is
all broken open in the baptism of Jesus. It is the first day of new creation,
of new life for all of us."
from Sundays & Seasons 2003

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP (adapted from John 1:1-9)
In the beginning was the Word.
The Word was with God in the beginning.
A light that could not be overcome.
John the Baptizer came as a witness to speak for the light.
The Word was the true light that enlightens all people.
The Word has come into the world. Thanks be to God!
PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)
Holy God, Eternal Spirit, we thank you for baptizing us into the body of Jesus the Christ. Wash over us
with your Spirit so like Jesus, we may serve you by serving humanity. Be among us today and pour out
your Spirit of truth. Remind us that we are your beloved and may our actions and words please you.
Amen
OPENING HYMN#248

"Come Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove" Leading us today in singing – Jason Fleener

CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
Infinite God, forgive our lack of faith in you. Remind us again of our baptism and your Holy Spirit being
poured out upon us. We grow tired and quit trying so quickly when we cannot see the results. Our hope
is in you, O God. Forgive us and guide us that we will show ourselves to be the people who will reveal
Christ to others. In His name we pray. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
RESPONSE#305
"Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying"
OUR SACRED STORIES
Genesis 1:1-5
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.
Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God
separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the first day.
Mark 1:4-11
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

HYMN#371

"Wade in the Water" (vs. 4)

CHILDREN'S TIME

"The Baptism Banner"

SPECIAL MUSIC
MESSAGE
HYMN#609

"With You, I am Well Pleased" Rev. Karen J. Aitkens
"Take My Life " (vs. 1,2,3)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD
Invitation
Offertory
“Shall We Gather at the River”
arr. Joel Raney
Response to Praise
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above the heavenly host.
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Prayer of Dedication
CLOSING HYMN#609

Chad Willis

"Take My Life" (vs. 4,5,6)

COMMISSION/BENEDICTION
We have been baptized by the Holy Spirit. Alleluia!
We have been baptized into Christ Jesus. Alleluia!
We have been called and sent into the world to tell the story. May God lead us. May Christ walk beside us and
may the Holy Spirit abide in us. And let the people shout:
Alleluia! Amen.

POSTLUDE

“The River is Here”

arr. Carol Tornquist

