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"...the me I have known has disappeared. Will I ever recover the 
person I have been? Will I ever find and feel good about myself 

again? Will I discover who I am and who I am becoming?" 
Joyce Rupp, Out of the Ordinary, "Searching for Oneself"  c2000 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OPENING SONG         "Arise" Bethel Praise Team

GUATEMALA RE-VISITED   

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) +
Lent is a time to take time to let the power of our faith story take hold of us. 
A time to place our feet in the streets of Jerusalem. 
A time to touch his robe and feel the healing surge through us. 
A time to ponder and to wonder. 
Lent is a time to allow a fresh new taste of God! 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 
Here we are again God, asking you to reveal yourself to us as we prepare for Lent. Give us courage to follow 
Jesus over rocky hills as we carry our crosses and give us peace  in green valley's where you restore our souls. 
May we bloom as people nourished by your unconditional love.  In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 

OPENING HYMN#545 "He Leadeth Me" 





CALL TO CONFESSION 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 
Merciful God, give us a spirit of adventure as we go through these 40 days that will end at the cross.  We have 
become too much a part of this world. Forgive our turning away from you and hear our words of repentance. 
We pray for wholeness and forgiveness of our sins in the name of Jesus the Christ, our Redeemer.  Amen. 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
RESPONSE #305  "Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying" 



OUR SACRED STORY 

Psalm 25 

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; do not let my enemies exult over me. 

Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. 

Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long. 

Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love, for they have been from of old. 

Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love remember me, for 
your goodness’ sake, O LORD! 

Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 

He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way. 

All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant and his decrees. 

Mark 1:12-13 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by 
Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

MESSAGE    "No Turning Back"                         Rev. Karen J. Aitkens 

HYMN#344  "I Have Decided to Follow Jesus" 





PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER  (forgive us our sins...) 
RESPONSE#306  Hear our prayer, O Lord, 

Hear our prayer, O Lord, 
Incline your ear to us, 
And grant us your peace. Amen. 

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD 
Invitation 
Offertory “Seek Ye First” arr. Carol Tornquist  Chad Willis, piano 
Response to Praise  Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above the heavenly host. 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication 

CLOSING HYMN#610  "Living for Jesus" (vs. 1&3) 



COMMISSION/BENEDICTION  
The time is upon us to choose a path. 
As we leave our familiar directions, 
we will turn and follow you, so our well-traveled ways will become 
paths of salvation and adventures of transformation and hope. 
God the Creator will be our guide, Christ will walk beside us and  
the Holy Spirit will abide in us. Let the adventure begin! And the people proclaim: 
We  will not turn back! We will follow Jesus!  Amen.  

POSTLUDE  “Nobody Fills My Hear Like Jesus”  arr. Carol Tornquist  Chad Willis, piano

+Kneeling in Jerusalem, Ann Weems, c1992 


