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“Again and again the message is the same--wherever God is, wherever
Jesus is, life comes to life; things will be all right." David Wesley Reid, 21C
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

"Thank You Lord"

Bethel Praise Team

CALL TO WORSHIP (edited from Isaiah 40)
Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God; the Creator of the ends of the earth.
It has been told from the beginning, from the foundations of the earth.
God does not faint or grow weary. God will give power to the faint and strengthen the powerless.
Our strength will be renewed and we shall mount up with wings like eagles.
PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)
Holy One, we come before you in awe because of your great love and compassion. Some come with reluctance,
some with joy, some with sadness and some full of fear, yet we know you receive us as we are. Touch us, O
God, with your healing presence. Speak to our hearts with your word. Send us into the world renewed and
eager to do your will. We pray this in Jesus' name, Amen
OPENING HYMN#263

"Surely the Presence of the Lord"

OUR SACRED STORIES
Isaiah 40:27-31
Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by
my God”? Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of
the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, and
strengthens the powerless. Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; but those who
wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be
weary, they shall walk and not faint.
Mark 1:29-39
As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. Now
Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once. He came and took her by the
hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them.
That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. And the whole city was
gathered around the door. And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and
he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. In the morning, while it was still very dark, he
got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for him. When
they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring
towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” And he went throughout
Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons.

SPECIAL MUSIC

“You Lift Me Up”

MESSAGE

“Lifted Up"

HYMN#323

"Wonderful Words of Life"

arr. Roger Emerson

Contemporary Praise Band

Rev. Karen J Aitkens

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER #307 (congregation sings)

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD
Invitation
Offertory
“On Eagle's Wings”
arr. Douglas Wagner
Response to Praise
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
praise God all creatures here below,
praise God above the heav'nly host
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Prayer of Dedication
HYMN OF INVITATION#384
“Here at Thy Table, Lord" (vs. 2)

Chad Willis, piano solo

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (have your elements ready)
Invitation
Jesus said: I am the bread of life. You who come to me shall not hunger; you who believe in me shall never
thirst. In the company with all who hunger for spiritual food, we gather around this table to know the risen
Christ as we share this life-giving bread and cup.
Communion Prayer (unison)
Holy God, we thank you for all that sustains life, for all people of faith in every generation who have
given themselves to your will. We are thankful for the words of Christ's birth, life, death and
resurrection. We are grateful that you, O God, have called forth your church to do mission in your
world. Today we offer ourselves to you as your disciples and we unite our voices with your faithful
people everywhere.
Words of Institution
Blessing of the Bread and Cup (unison)
Bless this bread and cup and all of us with the outpouring of your Holy Spirit. Through this meal,
make us the body of Christ, the church, your servant people, that we may be salt and light and leaven
for spreading your Good News in all the world. Amen.
Sharing the Elements
Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison)
O God, we offer our thanks for inviting us to this table where we have felt Christ's presence and
received his love and forgiveness. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another and let us
show our love with both word and action. Through Christ Jesus our Redeemer. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN#434

“God Be with You Till We Meet Again” (vs. 1&3)

COMMISSION/BENEDICTION
Wherever Jesus is, healing happens.
Life comes back to life in the presence of God.
We are healed so we can be instruments of healing for others.
May we offer our hand to lift our neighbor.
May God’s love be in us, Christ’s face shine through us and the Holy Spirit guide us.
And let the people proclaim, “God, you raise us up to more than we can be.” Amen!
POSTLUDE

