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"Have we not seen? Have we not heard? In the light of the cross, the 
alternative is anything but hopelessness. On the contrary! There is 

every scriptural indication that we are called to change who we are into the kingdom of God. Where change is 
possible, new resurrections loom! 

Ann Weems, Kneeling in Jerusalem, c1992 

PRELUDE  “Arise” Bethel Praise Team 

WELCOME 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Christ is risen, risen indeed! 
Alleluia! 
We recognize the One who was dead as he comes to life in us. 
Christ is risen, risen indeed! 
The stone is rolled away.  Resurrection!  New Life! 
Alleluia!  Christ our Redeemer is risen today! 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)
God who rolls away stones resurrects us and fills our hearts with joy, we shout alleluia! On this day you 
conquered death and showed us the power of the empty tomb. Be among us as we proclaim with word, song 
and scripture, the certainty that resurrection will enter into each of our lives and we will be transformed. 
Remind us again that where change is possible, new life enters in.  All things are possible with you O God. 
We pray in the name of our Risen Living Christ. Amen. 

HYMN#216  "Christ the Lord is Risen Today"





OUR SACRED STORIES 

1Corinthians 15:1-11 

The Resurrection of Christ 

Now I should remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn 

received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I 

proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance 

with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 

scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred 

brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to James, 

then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to someone untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the 

apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I 

am, and his grace towards me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it 

was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have 

come to believe. 

Mark 16:1-8 

The Resurrection of Jesus 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that 

they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the 

tomb. They had been saying to one another, ‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the 

tomb?’ When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As they 

entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were 

alarmed. But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He 

has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is 

going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.’ So they went out and fled from the 

tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

CHILDREN'S EASTER MESSAGE "Rolling Away Stones" 

SPECIAL MUSIC  “Fairest Lord Jesus”  Bethel Praise Team

EASTER MESSAGE              "Resurrection is a Word I Like"*  Rev. Karen J. Aitkens 

HYMN#226  "He Lives" 







EASTER PRAYER/LORD'S PRAYER (forgive us our sins...) 
RESPONSE#305  "Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying" 

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD 
Invitation 
Offertory “The Risen Christ” arr. Carol Tornquist  Chad Willis, piano 
Response in Praise Tune#46  O Jesus, risen now to bless, 

Do now thyself our hearts possess, 
That we may give you all our days 
The willing tribute of our praise! 

Prayer of Dedication 



HYMN OF INVITATION#398 "Be Known to Us in Breaking Bread"

A COMMUNION LITURGY FOR EASTER

A Communion Liturgy for 
Easter Sunday* 

We Gather and We Celebrate 

What are we to make of this day? 
When graves are opened… 
When the dead awaken… 
When life refuses to be contained… 

Then nothing is impossible! 
Hope is never extinguished 
And Love is never conquered. 

We celebrate you today, Jesus, 
Because you have made it clear that death does not have the last word; 
Because you have filled us again with hope and faith; 
Because you have given us a vision of new possibilities, new realities, 
   and new ways of being. 

Open our minds to believe what we cannot explain; 
Open our hearts to hope for what we cannot see; 
Open our lives to live and to love in the midst of death and despair, 

Let resurrection happen again in us today.  Amen. 



Prayer of Confession   (responsive) 

God, resurrection is not what we expect in our world. 
On the face of things, life seems to be under threat… 

Our earth is grieving, 
Our families are fracturing, 
Our nations are at war, 
And the light of our hope is growing dim. 

We need the stone to be rolled away again. 

Forgive us and all who have failed to honor and preserve life in all its diversity  
and glory. 

Forgive us and all who have allowed relationships to become less important 
 than riches or recognition. 

Forgive us and all who continue to exalt our needs and desires over those of  
others. 

Forgive us and all who have grown blind to all the signs of resurrection that  
beckon us still. 

We need the stone to be rolled away again.  We need life to break out within  
us again.  We need love to consume us again. 

Resurrect us today, O Lord, and make us agents of your life wherever dying and grief hold sway. For Jesus’ 
sake, Amen. 

Words of Assurance 

The table is set and there is a place for each one of us.  Jesus Christ beckons us to open our hearts to the joy and 
wonder of infinite possibility, of unquenched hope, of eternal resurrection.  “Come all who are weary and heavy 
laden and I will give you rest.”  We are loved.  We are accepted.  We are forgiven.  Thanks be to God.  

Words of Institution 

Blessing of the Bread and Cup (unison) 

Giver of Abundant Life, may this bread and this wine become for us in this moment, your life-giving body 
and blood.  May we who share this meal be joined with you and with one another as one body united in 
resurrection life. Pour out your blessing on the bread of life and the cup of salvation so that in sharing them 
together we shall be your church.  Amen. 

Sharing the Bread and Cup (grape juice is in the center ring) 

We Give Thanks (responsive)

Loving God, we thank you for touching us again through bread and wine; for joining our lives with yours 
through Jesus; and for renewing resurrection in our hearts through your Holy Spirit.
Filled with life, we now offer ourselves to be life-bringers in the world.  Touched by resurrection, we pledge 
to resist death wherever we find it.  
 Filled with hope, we embrace the promise of eternity and the call to make it known at every opportunity.  
In Jesus name we pray.  Amen. 

*an edited version from one written by John van de Laar c2009 Sacredise 

HYMN#218  "Thine Is the Glory" 





BENEDICTION 
Go from here with renewed hope, trusting that Christ will meet us no matter where we are on life's journey. 
God does not leave things as they are; with Christ all things are made new. 
May God bless you and keep you. May God's grace fill you. May God look upon you with kindness and grant you 
peace. We are resurrection people who will proclaim: Christ has risen!  He lives!  Alleluia!  Amen. 

/POSTLUDE  “Rejoice the Lord is King” arr. Mark Hayes Chad Willis, piano 

*from Resurrection by Rev. Anthony B. Robinson 

Announcements: 

In Sympathy: AnnaLee & Kevin Kapp and the death of Kevin’s mother, Helen Maureen Kapp on 
March 25. A celebration of her life will be held, April 10 at 1 pm at iWerx, 1520 Clay St. North 
Kansas City, reception following. 

Prayers: Jane Bohlmeyer (home); Ron Wendle; Gerry Hendrix’s friend Janice Mathew; Debbie 
Robinett’s daughter, Michelle Proudfit-Glunt; Arelene Garland friend of Randy & Marty Pace; 
Gerry Hendrix’s sister Donna Cobb; Anna Weger Mason; Jim Burr; Bobbi Wendle; Nancy 
Niederhauser, Marilyn Helmich’s brother, Don Havener & daughter, Carolyn, McNeal; Stan 
Niederhauser's mother; Jean Andrews & Charlene Schillie, friends of Adele Jones; Lauri Buck’s 
friend John Boone and his mother, Patricia; Terry Keeton, friend of Pastor Karen and Terry; 
Randy Pace’s friends, Marvin Jackson & Candy Hedges; Bonnie & Bill Kuhn, friends of Mary 
Fleener; Caleb Shonkwiler, Jamie Elder’s grandson; Liz Guevel; Jamie Elder; Marty Pace’s 
brother-in-law, Dan Schadt; Vicki Thompson’s brother working at NKC Hospital and all health 
care providers; Alice Inman; Vern Bohlmeyer; Joe Germer; Alice Terrill, Dave Bunch; Jim 
Derry; Jeremy Manley; Jim Inman; Adam Niederhauser; Gerry McGuire; Doug Berka; 
Kathy Corn’s sister, Ruthanna Rodatz & friend Judy Lightheart; Crittenton Center staff and 
residents, prayers for all medical staff and first responders; Mollie Geitz; Jeanene Easley; Karen 
Lind-Olson, sister of Doug Berka; Pat Conrad, Shellie Willis’ cousin; Aiden Liesveld, neighbor 
of Bob & Lauri Buck; Jody Meyer’s niece Delores Starr and great niece, Diane Shoemaker  
Please keep us informed of any additions or corrections to the Prayer List.


