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"A cheerful heart is a good medicine,  
but a downcast spirit dries up the bones." 

Proverbs 17:22 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE  

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)

Joy is loose, 
In the wiggles of the children,
The whispers of the youth, 
The smiles of the adults.
We praise God for this glorious day, 
Let the praise break forth
in the most unlikely places and in silly ways.
Joy and praise fill our hearts and our songs. 
Let the laughter be deep,
for we are God's people.  

PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 
O Great Laughing God, we come into your presence with joy and longing to be surprised. We thank you 
that you have given to us the gift of laughter and delight. 
These things give hints as to the nature of your purpose for us and for all the earth. May we find that in 
giving up to laughter there is healing and hope and abundance and blessing. Tickle our souls with the brush 
of your Spirit to renew our worship and our living. Amen. 

OPENING HYMN#479  "We Have Heard a Joyful Sound" 





OUR SACRED STORY 
John 20:19-31 

Scripture “Reading”: John 20:19-31 a la Dr. Seuss  by Rev. Dr. Jim Moiso 

Well, we had all gone hiding and we wondered what to do. 

Our lives, our dreams all broken and his God seemed absent too. 

Now saviors are not s'posed to die, but save us with God's power.  

Least that is what I used to think before that strange encounter. 

Absent was I the night he came, I don't remember what doing. 

We had not trusted Mary's word, "The Lord I've seen," proclaiming. 

Impossible. Preposterous. How could she believe such things? 

She's just a woman, that we knew. In grieving, to him she clings. 

And then he spoke, here's what he said, "Peace be with you, my friends." 

They must have looked all startled then 'cause "Peace" he said again. 

Amazed, remembered they his word the night before he died: 

God's peace he'd bring to us in life, our joy'd be multiplied. 

But then a strange thing happened. Jesus appeared once more. 

He came right up before me, without even op'ning the door. 

No condemnation in his eyes, no judgment on his tongue.  

No halo, overwhelming light, just presence, wounds and love. 

My knees they shook, my eyes were blurred, a realist I'd always been.  

In his presence I blurted out "My Lord and God," who'd risen. 

SPECIAL MUSIC  “Say I Won’t” Jason Fleener
words and music by Bart Millard & Jordan Mohilowski 

MESSAGE  "Live, Love, Laugh" Rev. Karen J. Aitkens 

SHARING LAUGHTER Bethel Congregation 

HYMN#442  "We Are Walking" (singing-dancing-laughing)  





PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER (forgive us our sins...)
RESPONSE#305  "Lord, Listen to your Children Laughing" (edited) 

Lord, listen to your children laughing, 
            Lord, give us joy in this place; 

         Lord, listen to your children laughing, 
Send us love, send us joy, send us grace! 

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD 
Invitation 
Offering “Blessed Be Your Name”  arr. Carol Tornquist  Chad Willis, piano
Response of Praise  Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above the heavenly host. 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen 

Prayer of Dedication 

CLOSING HYMN#560  "Leaning on the Everlasting Arms" 





COMMISSION/BENEDICTION (responsive) 
God, grant us  joyful hearts and a holy sense of humor. 
Give us the gift of faith and joy. 
Teach us to live in this moment only, 
looking neither to the past with regret, 
nor to the future with apprehension. 
Let love be our guide and our lives be a blessing. 

Go in laughter; go in grace. 
Keep the Lord in your heart  
and a smile on your face. And let us say together:
We will live, love and laugh with joy.  Christ is Risen. Alleluia! Amen. 

POSTLUDE  ” We Bow Down” arr. Mark Hayes Chad Willis, piano  

PRAYER LIST UPDATE – APRIL 9, 2021 

Prayers: Jane Bohlmeyer; Kathy Leslie; Ron Wendle; Gerry Hendrix’s friend Janice Mathew; 
Debbie Robinett’s daughter, Michelle Proudfit-Glunt; Arelene Garland; Gerry Hendrix’s sister Donna 
Cobb; Anna Weger Mason; Jim Burr; Bobbi Wendle; Nancy Niederhauser, Marilyn Helmich’s 
brother, Don Havener & daughter, Carolyn, McNeal; Stan Niederhauser's mother; Jean Andrews & 
Charlene Schillie, friends of Adele Jones; Lauri Buck’s friend John & Shelly Boone; Terry Keeton, 
friend of Pastor Karen and Terry; Randy Pace’s friends, Marvin Jackson & Candy Hedges; Bonnie & 
Bill Kuhn, friends of Mary Fleener; Caleb Shonkwiler, Jamie Elder’s grandson; Liz Guevel; Jamie 
Elder; Marty Pace’s sister & brother-in-law, Michelle & Dan Schadt; Vicki Thompson’s brother 
working at NKC Hospital and all health care providers; Alice Inman; Vern Bohlmeyer; Joe Germer;
Alice Terrill, Dave Bunch; Jim Derry; Jeremy Manley; Jim Inman; Adam Niederhauser; Gerry 
McGuire; Doug Berka; Kathy Corn’s sister, Ruthanna Rodatz & friend Judy Lightheart; Crittenton 
Center staff and residents, prayers for all medical staff and first responders; Mollie Geitz; Jeanene 
Easley; Karen Lind-Olson, sister of Doug Berka; Pat Conrad, Shellie Willis’ cousin; Aiden Liesveld, 
neighbor of Bob & Lauri Buck; Jody Meyer’s niece Delores Starr and great niece, Diane Shoemaker  
Please keep us informed of any additions or corrections to the Prayer List.  


