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“The true essence of humankind is 

kindness. There are other qualities 

which come from education or 

knowledge, but it is essential, if one 

wishes to be a genuine human being 

and impart satisfying meaning to one's 

existence, to have a good heart.” 

—The 14th Dalai Lama 
 

GATHERING  “Shout to the Lord”     Bethel Praise Team 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) 
Let us praise our God! 
Let us dream mighty dreams!  
Let us dream of light for our path!  
Let us be light for the world!  
Let us praise our God! 
Let us dream mighty dreams! 
 
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 
Holy Spirit, giver of dreams, instill in us your vision and hope for new life. Breathe upon us your peace 
and strength. Enlighten our minds with your wisdom and truth. Light our way, that we may be a light to 
the nations. Open our hearts, that we may listen and love.  Amen. 
 
*OPENING HYMN#699 “Rejoice, the Lord is King" 



 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
As Children leave for Sunday School congregation sings “Jesus Loves Me!” Vs. 1  

Jesus loves me! This I know for the Bible tells me so. Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but he is 
strong. Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

 

OUR SACRED TEXT 

Acts 16:9-15 

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, “Come over 
to Macedonia and help us.” When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, 
being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. We set sail from Troas and took a 
straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city 
of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the sabbath day 
we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and 
spoke to the women who had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening 
to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly 
to what was said by Paul. When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged 
me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us. 

Revelation 21:10-22:5 

And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming 
down out of heaven from God. It has the glory of God and a radiance like a very rare jewel, like jasper, clear as 
crystal. It has a great, high wall with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates are inscribed 
the names of the twelve tribes of the Israelites; on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south 
three gates, and on the west three gates. And the wall of the city has twelve foundations, and on them are the 
twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. The angel who talked to me had a measuring rod of gold to 
measure the city and its gates and walls. The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width; and he 
measured the city with his rod, fifteen hundred miles; its length and width and height are equal. He also 
measured its wall, one hundred forty-four cubits by human measurement, which the angel was using. The wall 
is built of jasper, while the city is pure gold, clear as glass. The foundations of the wall of the city are adorned 
with every jewel; the first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, the fifth onyx, the 
sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh 
jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. And the twelve gates are twelve pearls, each of the gates is a single pearl, and the 
street of the city is pure gold, transparent as glass. I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the 
Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, 
and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into 
it. Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. People will bring into it the glory and 
the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, 
but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of 
the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve 
kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, 
and his servants will worship him; they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will 
be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign 
forever and ever. 

SPECIAL MUSIC   “Song of Joy”     Bethel Bell Choir 
   
MESSAGE          Rev. Dr. Judy Scott 



 
*HYMN#128  "One Candle is Lit"  (Vs. 1,2,5) 

 



 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER (forgive us our sins…) 
RESPONSE #305  "Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying" 

 
 
OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD 
  Invitation 
 Offertory           Chad Willis  
 Response in Praise  Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
     Praise God all creatures here below. 
     Praise God above the heavn'ly hosts. 
     Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
  
*CLOSING HYMN#517 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  with Bethel Bell Choir & Organ 
       



 



BENEDICTION & COMMISSION 
 
POSTLUDE            Chad Willis 
 

PRAYER LIST UPDATE – MAY 22, 2022 

Prayers: Cathy Leslie; Lauri Buck’s friend, Gary Adams; Marilyn Helmich; Fred Lauer; Marty Pace’s 
sister & brother-in-law, Michelle & Dan Schadt; Alice Conrad, Shellie Willis’ cousin; Rachel Wolfe’s aunt and 
uncle, Beverly & Reggie Wolfe; Elaine McDuff; Pat Armstrong’s friends, Donna Thornton & Frank & 
Sharon Canino; Linda Jackson; Jim Derry; Lauri Buck’s brother, Paul Wobus; Jane Bohlmeyer; the 
Hershman family, relatives of AnnaLee Kaap; Bob Atkinson’s brother, David; Gerry Hendrix’s friend Janice 
Mathew; Debbie Robinett’s daughter, Michelle Proudfit-Glunt; Gerry Hendrix’s sister Donna Cobb; Jim 
Burr; Bobbi Wendle; Marilyn Helmich’s sister-in-law, Margie Havener & daughter, Carolyn McNeal; Nancy 
Niederhauser, Stan Niederhauser's mother; Jean Andrews & Charlene Schillie, friends of Adele Jones; Lauri 
Buck’s friend Shelly Boone; Randy Pace’s friend, Marvin Jackson; Bonnie & Bill Kuhn, friends of Mary 
Fleener; Caleb Shonkwiler, Jamie Elder’s grandson; Jamie Elder; Vicki Thompson’s brother working at 
NKC Hospital and all health care providers; Alice & Jim Inman; Vern Bohlmeyer; Doug Berka; Kathy 
Corn’s friend, Ginger; Crittenton Center staff and residents, prayers for all medical staff and first responders; 
Mollie Geitz; Jeanene Easley; Karen Lind-Olson, sister of Doug Berka; Jody Meyer’s niece Delores Starr 
and great niece, Diane Shoemaker. Please keep us informed of any additions or corrections to the Prayer List. 

May Benevolence - This month’s special benevolence is Strengthen the Church. It’s one of our UCC 5 for 5 
missions. Strengthen the Church offering supports congregations across the UCC in many ways. In the last year, 
investments in technology allowed many United Church of Christ congregations to enhance their online 
worship services. Other funds enabled new and renewing churches to grow their communities, one in a 
gentrifying neighborhood, others on a college campus and a town square. COVID-19 grants empowered 50 
churches to better serve their neighbors and their congregants gathering virtually during the pandemic. All of 
these ministries were supported through gifts to Strengthen the Church. 

Teddy Bears for Children’s Mercy – It’s back! During the month of May, we are collecting new stuffed 
animals for Children’s Mercy Hospital. Donated “teddy bears” must be new and the tags/labels left on. Just 
bring them in from now through Memorial Day and put them on the table in the Narthex. This collection started 
11 years ago through a request from Sara Niederhauser.  
  
Gentler Way Free Retreat June 11th - Hi Ladies of Bethel! Kathy Corn is leading a “Free” Relaxation Retreat 
for you and guests! Put this on your calendar… Saturday, June 11th, 9-12AM. No masks required. Please bring 
goodies to share! Drinks will be provided. There will be a Relaxation Basket for a drawing for a special 
retreatant! We will relax, laugh and share comfort ideas. There is only one free retreat per year, so grab a friend 
and don’t miss it! 
  
CPR/AED Training- Coming soon information on CPR/AED training. Please consider participating in 
Bethel’s CPR/AED training. We need 5—6 people trained to operate the AED, or automated external 
defibrillator, that is used to help those experiencing sudden cardiac arrest. To be able to continue to have this 
valuable emergency tool we have to have certified trained people. If you are interested, please contact the 
church office by email bethelucckc@gmail.com or by phone 816-453-2628. More information will be coming 
on training information. 
  
Request from Sew & Serve – The members of the present Sew & Serve are going to disband.  Most have 
worked on the Sew & Serve and Bazaar for around fifty years and are ready to retire. If there is a group of 
ladies that would like to take over that would be wonderful.   If not, the fabric and craft items will be given 
away or sold. Presently the ladies are working at cleaning out and throwing away unusable items.  If you know 
of any charitable organizations that could use any of the items, please call the Church at 453-2628 or Sandy 
Bohlmeyer at 407-1907. 
 

https://www.ucc.org/giving/ways-to-give/our-churchs-wider-mission/strengthen-the-church/
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