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"When you're clear about your purpose
and your priorities, you can painlessly
discard whatever does not support
these, whether it's clutter in your
cabinets or commitments on your
calendar."
Victoria Moran, 21C,
Lit from Within: Tending Your Soul for
Lifelong Beauty

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING SONG

“Made Me Glad”

Bethel Praise Team

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)
Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord from the heavens.
Praise God from the heights! Praise the Lord, you angels. Sing praise, you heavenly host! Praise the Lord, O
sun and moon. Join in song, O shining stars!
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)
You, O God, You who are Alpha and Omega, you make your home with us, you dry our tears and
quench our thirst, you are the tender love that welcomes all people. Like a mother, you nurture your
children, giving them life, teaching them to love. Come and dwell among us, and make all things new.
Amen.
*OPENING HYMN#23

"Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven"

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
As Children leave for Sunday School congregation sings “Jesus Loves Me!” Vs. 1
Jesus loves me! This I know for the Bible tells me so. Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but he is
strong. Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

OUR SACRED TEXT
Acts 11:1-18
Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the word of
God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, saying, “Why did you go to
uncircumcised men and eat with them?” Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, “I was in
the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down
from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw fourfooted animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter;
kill and eat.’ But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ But
a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ This
happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to
me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a
distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. He
told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is
called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ And as I began
to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of
the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If then
God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could
hinder God?” When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given
even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”
Rev. 21:1-6
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea
was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is
among mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with
them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no
more, for the first things have passed away.” And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making
all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from
the spring of the water of life.
SPECIAL MUSIC
MESSAGE
*HYMN#200

Rev. Dr. Judy Scott
"What Wondrous Love Is This"

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD'S PRAYER (forgive us our sins...)
RESPONSE#304
"Into My Heart"

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD
Invitation
Offertory
Response#379
*CLOSING HYMN#337

"Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult"

Chad Willis

COMMISSION/BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Chad Willis

PRAYER LIST UPDATE – MAY 15, 2022
Prayers: Cathy Leslie; Lauri Buck’s friend, Gary Adams; Marilyn Helmich; Fred Lauer; Marty Pace’s
sister & brother-in-law, Michelle & Dan Schadt; Alice Conrad, Shellie Willis’ cousin; Rachel Wolfe’s aunt and
uncle, Beverly & Reggie Wolfe; Elaine McDuff; Pat Armstrong’s friends, Donna Thornton & Frank &
Sharon Canino; Linda Jackson; Jim Derry; Lauri Buck’s brother, Paul Wobus; Jane Bohlmeyer; the
Hershman family, relatives of AnnaLee Kaap; Bob Atkinson’s brother, David; Gerry Hendrix’s friend Janice
Mathew; Debbie Robinett’s daughter, Michelle Proudfit-Glunt; Gerry Hendrix’s sister Donna Cobb; Jim
Burr; Bobbi Wendle; Marilyn Helmich’s sister-in-law, Margie Havener & daughter, Carolyn McNeal; Nancy
Niederhauser, Stan Niederhauser's mother; Jean Andrews & Charlene Schillie, friends of Adele Jones; Lauri
Buck’s friend Shelly Boone; Randy Pace’s friend, Marvin Jackson; Bonnie & Bill Kuhn, friends of Mary
Fleener; Caleb Shonkwiler, Jamie Elder’s grandson; Jamie Elder; Vicki Thompson’s brother working at
NKC Hospital and all health care providers; Alice & Jim Inman; Vern Bohlmeyer; Doug Berka; Kathy
Corn’s friend, Ginger; Crittenton Center staff and residents, prayers for all medical staff and first responders;
Mollie Geitz; Jeanene Easley; Karen Lind-Olson, sister of Doug Berka; Jody Meyer’s niece Delores Starr
and great niece, Diane Shoemaker. Please keep us informed of any additions or corrections to the Prayer List.
May Benevolence - This month’s special benevolence is Strengthen the Church. It’s one of our UCC 5 for 5
missions. Strengthen the Church offering supports congregations across the UCC in many ways. In the last year,
investments in technology allowed many United Church of Christ congregations to enhance their online
worship services. Other funds enabled new and renewing churches to grow their communities, one in a
gentrifying neighborhood, others on a college campus and a town square. COVID-19 grants empowered 50
churches to better serve their neighbors and their congregants gathering virtually during the pandemic. All of
these ministries were supported through gifts to Strengthen the Church.
Teddy Bears for Children’s Mercy – It’s back! During the month of May, we will be collecting new stuffed
animals for Children’s Mercy Hospital. Donated “teddy bears” must be new and the tags/labels left on. Just
bring them in from now through Memorial Day and put them on the table in the Narthex. This collection started
11 years ago through a request from Sara Niederhauser.
Backpack Shepherds May Needs - cake mixes, cereal in 10-14 oz. boxes, 5 oz. cans of chicken, canned corn,
tomatoes or potatoes, Pop-tarts, pudding snack packs, large cans pasta sauce - Hunt's, etc., tortillas, pasta, real
fruit drink boxes (like Juicy Juice), 4 or 6 pack fruit cups, dry fruit, raisins, or nuts.
Gentler Way Free Retreat June 11th - Hi Ladies of Bethel! Kathy Corn is leading a “Free” Relaxation Retreat
for you and guests! Put this on your calendar… Saturday, June 11th, 9-12AM. No masks required. Please bring
goodies to share! Drinks will be provided. There will be a Relaxation Basket for a drawing for a special
retreatant! We will relax, laugh and share comfort ideas. There is only one free retreat per year, so grab a friend
and don’t miss it!
CPR/AED Training- Coming soon information on CPR/AED training. Please consider participating in
Bethel’s CPR/AED training. We need 5—6 people trained to operate the AED, or automated external
defibrillator, that is used to help those experiencing sudden cardiac arrest. To be able to continue to have this
valuable emergency tool we have to have certified trained people. If you are interested, please contact the
church office by email bethelucckc@gmail.com or by phone 816-453-2628. More information will be coming
on training information.
Request from Sew & Serve – The Sew & Serve team has decided they need help with the coordination of the
team and projects. While this is an important mission that the group has done for the last many years, they are
asking for someone (possibly younger) to take over leadership and coordination of the group. If you are
interested in helping keep this important mission for the church going, please contact Sandy Bohlmeyer at 816588-1988 or by email vsbohl@aol.com. Please prayerfully consider this request for service in continuing
Bethel’s mission in the community.

