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ASH WEDNESDAYFebruary17, 2021
"Let today be the day you give up who you have been for
who you can become."
Anonymous

WELCOME
OPENING MUSIC

“Praise Adonai”

Bethel Praise Team

Ash Wednesday Litany: We Come
by Lisa Frienz

In the softness of evening,
in the solace of silence we come to you, O Lord.
We come for acceptance;
we come for community;
we come for forgiveness and love.
(Silence)

Response#306: Hear our prayer O Lord, Hear our prayer O Lord,
incline thine ear to us and grant us thy peace.
In the serenity of day's end,
in the restfulness of worship, we come to you O Lord.
We come to you for respite;
we come to you for completion;
we come to you for forgiveness and love.
(Silence)

Response:

Hear our prayer O Lord, Hear our prayer O Lord,
incline thine ear to us and grant us thy peace.

In the quiet of the night,
in the comfort of darkness we come to you, O Lord.
We come for peace;
we come for comfort;
we come for forgiveness and love.
Amen.
*OPENING HYMN#180

"Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days"

OUR SACRED STORIES
Psalm 46 (psalter #742) Congregation reads bold. R indicates singing the response.

Genesis 12:1-9
Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I
will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will
be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families
of the earth shall be blessed.”
So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he
departed from Haran. Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all the possessions that they had
gathered, and the persons whom they had acquired in Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When
they had come to the land of Canaan,
Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in
the land. Then the LORD appeared to Abram, and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there
an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. From there he moved on to the hill country on the east of Bethel,
and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to the LORD and
invoked the name of the LORD. And Abram journeyed on by stages toward the Negeb.

SPECIAL MUSIC

I Will Sing”

Bethel Praise Team

REFLECTION

"Holy Adventure"

Rev. Karen J. Aitkens

HYMN##602

"O Master Let Me Walk with Thee"

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION/ THE LORD’S PRAYER (forgive us our sins..)
Each petition will end: “Hear our prayer.”
Congregation responds: “Create in me a clean heart, O God.”
RESPONSE#304
"Into My Heart"

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD
Invitation
Offertory
“Be Thou My Vision”
arr. Carol Tornquist
Doxology
Proclaim again that God is good,
whose mercy is forever sure,
whose truth at all times firmly stood
and shall from age to age endure. Amen.
Prayer of Dedication
SERVICE OF PENANCE/CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
HYMN OF INVITATION#414

Eat this bread, drink this cup,
come to me and never be hungry.
Eat this bread, drink this cup,
trust in me and you will not thirst.

Chad Willis, piano

COMMUNION PRAYER
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
BLESSING (unison)
O God, in thanksgiving and remembrance, we ask you to bless this bread and cup so that, in sharing them
together, we will turn toward you, repent of our sins, and be made new in Christ Jesus. Amen.
THE IMPOSTITION OF ASHES
You are invited to use ashes mixed with oil or a washable black marker to make the sign of the cross on those in
your household. As you make the mark you may say,
"Once you were dust and to dust you will return."
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (unison)
Thank you for your eternal love, the Bread of Life, that sustains all creation. May the ashes remind us that
when we turn and repent we place our trust in you. May you continue to love us in our faithful acts and by
that love, discourage us from our unfaithful acts. Walk with us as we do justice, love kindness and walk
humbly in your presence. Amen.

THE CLOSING HYMN 344

"I Have Decided to Follow Jesus"

THE COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION
Go from this place and over the next forty days, experience your Holy Adventure.
As we begin this journey, may the mark of the cross remind us to turn to God.
God asks us to choose our own adventure.
There is more to God and ourselves than we can imagine
We turn toward God our Creator, Christ our Redeemer and the Holy Spirit our Sustainer, as we begin this
journey, only to return home and be changed!
Let the adventure begin. Amen.
POSTLUDE

“Be Still and Know with Be Still My Soul” arr. Mark Hayes

Chad Willis, piano

