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"When I stand before God at the end of my life, I would hope that I would not have a single bit of talent left, 
and could say, 'I used everything you gave me."

Erma Bombeck, 20th century 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OPENING MUSIC  “How Great Thou Art” Bethel Praise Team 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
God has given us this earth and all that grows and runs upon it. 
Thanks be to God. 
God has given us breath to live and spirit to sing. 
Thanks be to God. 
God has gathered us into a community of care and worship. 
Let us worship God with love, thanksgiving and praise. 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 
  O God, you nurture and encourage and challenge us to use all the gifts we are given to share our faith 
and our blessings so others will learn of your love.  You challenge us to go forth boldly and be fearless in 
our witness.  Be present with us and show us the unlimited possibilities of sharing ourselves.  Prepare us 
to be servants of your will and agents of your love in all the world.  Amen. 

OPENING HYMN#717  "Let All Things Now Living" 





CALL TO CONFESSION 
 PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 
O God, remind us that we are called to be your servants in the service of others and that by sharing your 
story, our faith grows stronger.  Keep us from fear and make us strong in our conviction to share our 
spirit of joy with others.  Forgive our lack of action and our unwillingness to take risks in your name.  
Amen. 



ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
RESPONSE#305  “Lord, Listen to the Children Praying” 

OUR SACRED STORY 

Matthew 25:14-30 

“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he 
gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. The one 
who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the 
same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent 
went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves 
came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing 
five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will 
put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the two talents also came 
forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master 
said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you 
in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had received the one talent also 
came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and 
gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you 
have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I 
did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, 
and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it 
to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; 
but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw 
him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 



SPECIAL MUSIC  Preston & Kathy Corn, duet 
MESSAGE  "Use It or Lose It" Rev. Karen J. Aitkens 
STATEMENT OF FAITH#361  



HYMN#480  "I Love to Tell the Story" 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER (forgive us our sins…) 
RESPONSE#312  "Three-fold Amen" 

Amen, amen, ah ah ah amen.

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD 
Invitation 
Offertory      “Glorify Thy Name” Mark Hayes,.arr.     Chad Willis, piano 
*Response in Praise#809 Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above the heavenly host. 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication 



CLOSING HYMN#381  "Take My Gifts" 



COMMISSION/ BENEDICTION 
Let us go from here and serve God with patience and passion. 
Let us be deliberate in sharing our faith. 
Let us be steadfast in celebrating and growing our gifts. 
Let us go out and change our world as God has changed our lives. 
We go with the love of God, the grace of Christ and the communion of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

POSTLUDE  What a Mighty God We Serve”    Mark Hayes, arr.     Chad Willis, piano 


