
Bethel United Church of Christ 
Fifteenth Day After Pentecost  

RALLY DAY 
September 13, 2020 

Tune to FM 92.1 on your car radio 

"What do we want to tell the children? We want to tell them that Jesus calls them to him and 

loves them just the way they are."    Ann Weems, Reaching for Rainbows 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OPENING MUSIC  “Love the Lord” Bethel Praise Team 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) 
Today we gather to celebrate our children. 
Today we gather to celebrate those who teach them. 
Today we gather as Bethel, the community who welcomes everyone. 
Today we praise God with song and voice; with joy and laughter; with prayers of love. 
Praise God for this glorious day! 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 
Gracious God, on this beautiful morning, we all would love to come as children-humble, 
innocent, spontaneous and trusting.  We come ready to heart your Word and be moved to 
action. We come to celebrate, sing and dance your praises. Let us learn from our children 
how to be joyful, unafraid, curious and loving. Be with us today as we become as children 
in our worship of you. Amen. 

OPENING HYMN#190  "Tell Me the Stories of Jesus" 





OUR SACRED STORIES 
Romans 14:1-12 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 
opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those 
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass 
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment 
on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be 
upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. Some judge one day to be better than 
another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own 
minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, 
eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain 
in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. We do not live to ourselves, and we do not 
die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, 
whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and 
lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. Why do you pass 
judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? 
For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, “As I live, says 
the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.”So then, 
each of us will be accountable to God. 

Matthew 18:21-35 (The Message) 
At that point Peter got up the nerve to ask, "Master, how many times do I forgive a 
brother or sister who hurts me? Seven?" Jesus replied, "Seven! Hardly. Try seventy times 
seven. "The kingdom of God is like a king who decided to square accounts with his 
servants. As he got under way, one servant was brought before him who had run up a 
debt of a hundred thousand dollars. He couldn't pay up, so the king ordered the man, 
along with his wife, children, and goods, to be auctioned off at the slave market. "The 
poor wretch threw himself at the king's feet and begged, 'Give me a chance and I'll pay it 
all back.' Touched by his plea, the king let him off, erasing the debt.  "The servant was 
no sooner out of the room when he came upon one of his fellow servants who owed him 
ten dollars. He seized him by the throat and demanded, 'Pay up. Now!' "The poor wretch 
threw himself down and begged, 'Give me a chance and I'll pay it all back.' But he 
wouldn't do it. He had him arrested and put in jail until the debt was paid. When the other 
servants saw this going on, they were outraged and brought a detailed report to the king. 
"The king summoned the man and said, 'You evil servant! I forgave your entire debt 
when you begged me for mercy. Shouldn't you be compelled to be merciful to your 
fellow servant who asked for mercy?' The king was furious and put the screws to the 
man until he paid back his entire debt. And that's exactly what my Father in heaven is 
going to do to each one of you who doesn't forgive unconditionally anyone who asks for 
mercy." 



COMMISSIONING OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

TEACHERS/PARENTS/VOLUNTEERS 2020-21

Pastor: This morning we install and bless those who will be teaching and assisting with 
our Sunday School classes this coming year. 

You have been called into a place of special leadership in this church.  
 Therefore, in the presence of this congregation, I ask you, do you promise 
 to be faithful in your participation in the worship and fellowship life of   
 this church?  Will you give of your time, skills and energy in such a way  
 as will demonstrate your dedication to Jesus Christ and the building up of 
 the reign of God?  If so, please answer, “We promise with the help of  
 God.” 

Leaders: We promise with the help of God. 

Pastor:  Do you promise to study the scriptures, pray diligently, and prepare 
 lessons and programs carefully so you may lead persons to know God and 
 live life in faith and love?  Do you pledge to offer your best efforts to our 
children and youth as you seek to teach the Good News of God as revealed in 
Christ Jesus?  If so, please answer, “We promise with the help of God.” 

Leaders: We promise with the help of God. 

Pastor:  (to the congregation) Having heard the promises of these leaders, do you  
offer them your love, support and encouragement?  And do you promise your 
cooperation, prayers and commitment to the educational ministries of  
Bethel United Church of Christ?  If so, please answer, “We promise with  
the help of God. 

Congregation: We promise with the help of God. 

Pastor:  Let us pray: Hear, O God, the promises of those who will teach and lead 
 and those who support them.  Lead us all, by your Holy Spirit, to teach  
what we know about you to all who are seekers, and help each of us to 
 grow in our faith so we might share the Good News with the world.  In  
Christ’s name we pray.  And let the congregation say, AMEN. 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  "The Be-Attitudes Quilt" 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLES:  Lacy Fleener, Adria Lane, Kadence Lane 

SPECIAL MUSIC  “Arise” Bethel Praise Tean 

MESSAGE  "Teaching Love" or "How Not to Judge" Rev. Karen Aitkens 
HYMN#480 "I Love to Tell the Story" 





PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD'S PRAYER (forgive us our sins....) 
RESPONSE#305 "Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying" 

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD 
Invitation 
Offertory “All Things Bright and Beautiful”   by Mark Hayes 

Chad Willis, piano 
Prayer of Dedication 

CLOSING HYMN#511  "Strong Gentle Children" 





COMMISSION & BENEDICTION (edited from Reaching for Rainbows by Ann Weems) 
Children of God, we affirm your childlikeness, your spontaneity, your wonder, you curiosity, 
your joy in the abundant life, your humbleness and your unashamed love of the Lord. Each of 
you is a child of God and God knows your name. 
God knows when we skin our knees or our hearts, when we catch a butterfly or cry in the 
darkness. 
Go children, out where the sun shines on your faces. Go out into God's abundance and tell the 
story of a Christ who would claim each person as a child of God. 
Let us go kiss the hurts of this world and laugh in the fields of God. 
For we are embraced by Christ, inheritors of God's grace and love. And let the people shout: 
We love to tell the story of Jesus and His love! Amen. 

POSTLUDE  “Heavenly Sunlight” by Mark Hayes 
Chad Willis, piano 

If you brought a picnic lunch for yourself or family, please find a spot either on the hill, or in the 
parking lot, practicing the 6' distancing.  Please put on your masks whenever you leave your 
chosen spot. 


